
especially when the tumor was situated in a localitywhere its removal by surgical means would necessitate
a disfiguring operation. In his judgment, radium
proved successful in those cases where the Rœntgen
ray failed. The action of the radium resembled that
of the Rœntgen ray, but it differed specifically in that
it cured some cases which resisted the latter. It was
applicable to the interior cavities of the nose and
mouth which were inaccessible to the ray.
Dr. Frederick Mueller of Chicago followed with

a paper entitled
PRIMARY POSITION IN BLOODLESS TREATMENT OF

CONGENITAL DISLOCATION OF THE HIP.

The author claimed that the large percentage of
subspinal positions after the operation of Lorenz
were usually due to a twisting and bending of the neck
of the femur. If the head was replaced in its socket,
it was forced out of its place again if the thigh was
placed in the Lorenz primary position. This was
due to the fact that the axis of the pocket-shaped
recesses did not correspond to the position of the
axis of the femur, head and neck. Stable reposition
required that these axes correspond. The author
places the femur in a neutral rectangular reduction,
so that the patella faces the frontal plane. This
position was fixed by a cast which reached to the ankle
or to the toes, if necessary. This position had given
most beautiful results in cases in which the Lorenz
operation had failed.
Dr. V. P. Gibney of New York mentioned 43 cases

in which he had used the bloodless method of reduction.
Of this number, 8 were anatomical cures. There
were 2 functional cures. Seventeen patients were

improved, 14 were unimproved, there was 1 doubtful
case and one patient died.

(To be continued.)

Recent Literature.

The Practitioners' Library. The Practice of
Gynecology in original contributions by Ameri-
can authors, edited by J. Wesley Bov\l=e'\e,
M.D., Professor of Gynecology, George Wash-
ington University, Washington, D. C. Illus-
trated with 382 engravings and 60 full-page
plates. Philadelphia and New York: Lea
Brothers & Co. 1906.

This is a large volume of 836 pages, printed
and bound in Lee Brothers' well-known substan-
tial manner. It is a series of monographs on
different departments of the science and art of
gynecology by seven American authors, the
contributors being, the editor, J. Wesley Bovée,
of Washington; J. Riddle Goffe, of New York;
G. Brown Miller, of Washington; George H.
Noble, of Atlanta; Benjamin R. Schenck, of
Detroit; Thomas J. Watkins, of Chicago, and
X. 0. Werder, of Pittsburg. There are thirty
chapters, of which Bovée furnishes seven; Miller,
seven; Goffe and Noble, four each; Watkins and
Werder, three each, and Schenck, two. The first
chapter is on the examination of the pelvic
contents; then follow, properly enough, chapters
on the developmental anomalies of the female
generative organs, menstruation and displace-
ments of the uterus. Chapter V is on the subject
of fecal fistulse connecting with the female genera-

tive organs; Chapter VI on urinary fistulae. Why
these two chapters are placed before Chapter VII
on lacerations of the perineum it is difficult to
discover, or why chapters on sterility and diseases
of the rectum and anus should come between
chapters on diseases and injuries of the vulva
and vagina, and inflammations of the uterus and
lacerations of the cervix. In the preface we read
that the diseases are classified according to
pathology and bacteriology because the editor
considers this a more rational and logical arrange-
ment than the usual classification. To the
reviewer's mind the arrangement not only of the
chapters but of the subject matter of this book
is far from logical, is confusing to the reader, and,
more than the ordinary anatomical classification,
makes for repetition.
Most of the original illustrations in black and

white, both engravings and plates, are strikingly
well done. A large number of excellent illustra-
tions, have been borrowed from E. C. Dudley's
gynecology and a smaller number from other
works of a standard character. The incorrectly
colored plates, of which several depicting patho-
logical specimens in the later stages of decompo-
sition, although not true enough to nature to
recall the appropriate sensations to the olfactory
sense, add nothing to the value of the book.
When will custom sanction the omission of such
plates'
Certain portions of the book illustrate the

advantages derived in securing a breadth of view
not obtainable in the work of a single author,
a point noted by the editor in the preface ; for
instance, the chapters on fistula? by Noble and
the chapter on the vaginal method of operating
by Goffe are excellent both in text and in
illustration. So also the chapters on infections
of the Fallopian tubes and ovaries by Watkins,
in which the subject is attractively treated and
clever practical suggestions as to operative
manipulations abound.
A lack of coherence, a natural fault in a work

by many authors, and a leaning to operative
measures are salient features throughout. It
properly belongs, as the title suggests, in the
practitioners' library, and is to be consulted with
profit when searching for information on special
subjects.
Osborne's Introduction to Materia Medica and
Pharmacology. An introduction to the study
of Materia Medica and Pharmacology, includ-
ing the Elements of Medical Pharmacy, Pre-
scription-Writing, Medical Latin, Toxicology
and Methods of Local Treatment. For the use
of Students of Medicine and Pharmacy. By
Oliver T. Osborne, A.M., M.D., Professor
of Materia Medica, Therapeutics and Clinical
Medicine in Yale University, ex-President of
the American Therapeutic Association, etc.
In one 12mo volume of 167 pages. Philadel-
phia and New York: Lea Brothers & Co. 1906.
This book contains many useful hints to begin-

ners in the study of Materia Medica and Phar-
macology.
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